     REGULAR MEETING

VILLAGE OF MORRILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

March 10, 2026
A Regular Meeting of the Chairman and Board of Trustees of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska was held on March 10, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at the Morrill American Legion.  Notice about the meeting had been published according to law, in the Star Herald, a newspaper published of general circulation in the Village and posted in 3 conspicuous places within the Village of Morrill.   The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting would be open to the public, that anyone with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the Village office, and that an agenda of the meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the Village; provided, however, the Village Board could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency so required.  An agenda kept continuously current was always available for public inspection at the Village office from the date of publication of the notice to the time of the meeting.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, was also delivered to each Board Member.

Chairman Conrad presided and Clerk Schmidt recorded the proceedings.  Conrad directed the public a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, posted on the north wall for the public’s review. The following Board Members were present: Neal Hart, Steve Engleman, David Purviance, Joe Conrad and Kim Schledewitz.  Also in attendance was Libby Stobel, Simmons Olsen Law Firm.
Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Schledewitz to approve the agenda as presented.
YEAS: Hart, Conrad, Engleman, Purviance, and Schledewitz NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Purviance that the minutes from February 10, 2026, Regular Meeting be approved. YEAS: Hart, Conrad, Engleman, Purviance, and Schledewitz NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Moved by Member Schledewtiz and seconded by Member Purviance to approve February 28, 2026, Treasurer’s Report. YEAS: Hart, Conrad, Engleman, Purviance, and Schledewitz NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Chairman Conrad asked if any citizens with business not scheduled on the agenda wished to include an item providing the Village Board determines the item requires emergency action. There were no emergency items.
Next item on the agenda was KENO Request for Horse Creek Rendezvous Days.  Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Engleman to approve the $5000.00 request. YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engelman and Hart NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.  

Spring Cleanup week was discussed, and it was decided to schedule for April 27th through May 2nd.

Next on the agenda there was discussion on the electrical price increase for 2026 from both WAPA and MEAN. Clerk Schmidt would like to have an actual rate study done and has reached out to obtain quotes from both companies recommended by MEAN.   This will be brought to the April meeting.
Neal Hart shared a request from an employee regarding making a change to the Employee Handbook Ordinance regarding prescription safety glasses, giving a full day of holiday pay for Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve and allowing employees to use sick leave and have those hours counted toward the 40 hours worked for overtime purposes. Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Engleman to approve the change to the two holidays and grant the employee full days off, approve the change to sick leave and allow it to be counted toward hours worked and allowance for PPE be set by department annually during budget process along with prescription safety glasses with an allowance of $550.00 every two years plus allowing reimbursement to Lineman Patterson for his recently purchased safety glasses.  YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engleman and Hart. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.  
Clerk Schmidt shared the change to the electrical rate in the Solar Interconnection Policy and Guidelines to reflect the MEAN suggested avoided cost rate of .05506 per kWH for nameplate ratings of 25kW or less and .0201 per kWh for nameplate ratings greater than 25 kW Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Schledewitz to allocate the ACE Funds to this project.  YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engleman and Hart. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None. 

Clerk Schmidt shared that the local option sales tax for Morrill will be sunset in April 2027.  The current rate for Morrill is 1% and since the inception of the tax the Village of Morrill has made over $1.6 million dollars and these funds helped pay for the railway storm sewer project.  The funds can be used for storm sewer, water, and sewer projects along with a few other things.  Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Purviance to approve putting the Local Option Sales Tax for Morrill on the November ballot with a sunset of 10 years. YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engelman and Hart. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

Chief Matt Hinman shared a KENO request for the Easter Egg Hunt.  Moved by Member Schledewitz and seconded by Member Conrad to approve the KENO fund request in the amount of $2000.  YEAS: Purviance, Schledewitz, Conrad, Engleman and Hart. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

An opportunity for public comment was provided.  Public comments were as follows: Pete Cawiezel shared that the Morrill Community Development group would be planting flowers again in the whiskey barrels.  Yard of the week will start Memorial Day weekend and run through Labor Day weekend.  Horsecreek Rendezvous Days will be held on July 18th.  Tony Schuler shared that Pete needed to work on getting the local sales tax option out to the public through social media. Joe Conrad thanked Silas Gott and street & alley employees for installing the new sign at City Park and he thinks it looks nice.  Clerk Schmidt shared that she received compliments on Silas for his work on snow removal from the businesses on Center Avenue.  She was told this was the best the sidewalks have ever been cleaned after a snowfall.

The Village Board then received written reports from departments.  

The next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and expenses.  It was moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Schledewitz to approve all claims as presented.
Village of Morrill Ref 200.00, 200.00. S Masid Ref 140.00, Payroll 30724.55, 29668.29, 941 Taxes 7705.29, 7249.92, Credit Card Fees 39.10, 34.69, 25.90, State Farm Life Ins 346.50, Edward Jones Retirement 4889.00

Nebraska Department of Revenue Tax 1929.54, 10936.91, Village of Morrill Util 1966.32, Quadient Pst 39.50

Amazon Sup 748.29, AT&T Mobility - 172.88, Action Communications, Inc. - 20.73, Allo Communications - 1057.29, Altec Industries, Inc. - 516.00, Amazon Capital Services - 28.97, 78.99, 222.89, Ameritas Life Insurance

Company - 322.70, Attentive - 1161.00, Axon Enterprise, Inc. - 627.70, Black Hills Energy - 117.71, Black

Hills Energy - 264.36, Black Hills Energy - 2240.45, Blue Cross/ Blue Shield - 27747.49, Bok Financial -

18322.50, Border States Industries - 65.96, 2340.00, Brown Co. - 378.43, CPS Distributors - 390.86,

Century Business Products - 27.50, 134.26, Centurylink Communications Inc - 66.41, 66.41, Colonial Life

- 668.84, Contractors Materials, Inc. - 383.70, Culligan Water Conditioning - 118.50, DL Foods - 75.98,

Dearborn Life Insurance Company - 65.36, Dutton-Lainson Company - 1426.04, 32916.00, Eakes Office

Solutions - 82.28, Enviro Service, Inc. - 30.00, Floyd's Sales & Service, Inc. - 125.00, 125.00, 125.00,

81.75, 18.13, Globe Life Liberty National Division - 257.00, Guardian Insurance - 300.63, Home Depot

Credit Services - 190.64, Horse Creek Tire - 625.44, Ideal Linen Supply - 50.43, 93.52, 34.18, 78.50,

Ideal-Linen Bluff's Facility Solutions - 200.21, 225.42, Independent Plumbing & Heating Inc - 110.57,

Intralinks Inc - 187.50, 210.00, 633.60, Irby Company - 166.25, Janine Schmidt - 745.66, Kassi Carr -

38.45, Kwik Stop - 193.47, 171.00, LARM - 695.00, League of Nebraska Municipalities - 443.00,

ManhattanLife Insurance and Annuity Co - 2233.62, Menards - 5.88, 38.15, MidAmerica Books - 286.45,

Mobius Communications Company - 35.00, Morrill American Legion - 100.00, Morrill Hardware - 258.22,

Morrill Supply - 413.91, Municipal Supply, Inc. of Nebraska - 1539.99, Nebraska State Patrol - 295.00,

Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc. - 518.56, 914.14, 675.80, One Call Concepts, Inc. - 17.88, PT Hose &

Bearing - 133.28, 41.04, 271.03, Pipe Works Plumbing, LLC - 1022.50, PowerManager - 721.20, Quadient

Leasing USA Inc. - 247.32, 750.00, RCI Group II - 75.00, Sandberg Implement Inc. - 8.50, Scotts Bluff

County Building & Zoning - 65.50, Scotts Bluff County - 705.80, Simmons Olsen Law Firm PC - 1274.65,

75.00, 1274.65, Spic and Span Cleaners - 3867.50, 449.75, 199.75, Star-Herald - 192.53, 13.09, TYMCO

- 59552.65, Text My Gov - 1500.00, Torrington Disposal Service - 70.00, 12743.00, 756.64, U-Save Mart -

1115.63, University of Nebraska at Omaha - 273.00, Verizon Wireless - 186.54, 140.03, Village of Morrill -

131.00, Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct - 200.00, 200.00, 200.00, Visa - 1510.01, WESTCO - 43.36,

731.68, 1063.25, WPCI - 126.00, Wesco Receivables Corp. - 138.33, 296.00, 5636.50, 783.87, Western

Nebraska Joint Water Board - 5304.50, 5058.50
YEAS: Hart, Conrad, Engleman, Purviance, and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.
The next Regular Board of Trustee Meeting will be held on April 7, 2026, at 6:00 P.M.
The last item on the agenda was a motion to adjourn by Member Hart and seconded by Member Schledewitz. YEAS: Hart, Conrad, Engleman, Purviance, and Schledewitz NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
The meeting was then adjourned at 6:45 p.m.
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